
RICHLAND TOWNSHIP WATER AUTHORITY 
MINUTES 

February 11, 2016 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Ken Mitchell, Chairman, at 7:05 p.m. Other Board members present 
were Bill Rosson, Bruce Jones, Zane Stauffer, and Chris Vanelli. Also present were Tim Arnold, 
Executive Director; Steve Shelly, Solicitor; and Tim Gluck. Mark Bahnick, Van Cleef Engineering; and 
Harry Koenig, System Operator; did not attend. 
 

MINUTES 
Motion Bruce Jones made a motion to approve the minutes from the meeting on January 

14, 2016. Bill Rosson seconded the motion. All agreed. 
 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS 
Motion Ken Mitchell made a motion to approve the January bills. Bruce Jones seconded 

the motion. All agreed. 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Richlandtown Borough 
The current operator is resigning and the Borough has asked Tim if the RTWA could be the operator for 
their system.  Ken, Bill and Tim met with Borough Council to discuss the matter. 
Questions asked by Ken and Bill: 
How would insurance be handled if Tim A or Tim G would get hurt as a result of their equipment? 
Tim A and Tim G would be covered by the Township’s workers comp insurance. 
Would the RTWA be fined by the DEP if errors are made by them? Tim A said the DEP usually does 
not levy fines on the operator. The responsibility for a water system rests with the owner of that system. 
Tim A had called Noah from DEP to discuss the situation and has not heard back yet. 
Questions for the Board: 
To what extent should the RTWA manage their system? There are 475 customers. Tim A prepared a 
list of items similar to the agreement with Portland Contractors. Bill suggested that we should start small 
by performing the necessities of an operator, but let them do the tasks they have been doing unless or 
until they ask for more help. Tim A said he feels the RTWA should do the reporting for the DEP, DRBC, 
and any other regulating agencies. 
What should the RTWA charge for this service? The Board felt a reasonable rate would be $10,000 
to $14,000 per year. 
 
Motion Ken Mitchell made a motion that the RTWA allow the executive director and the 

solicitor to negotiate an agreement on a yearly basis with Richlandtown Borough 
Council, which they would bring before the Board for approval. Bill Rosson 
seconded the motion. All agreed. 

 

Ford Explorer 
Tim A found out that East Rockhill Township was interested in purchasing a vehicle for their building 
inspector. He asked them to consider the Ford Explorer and they have made an offer of $3,000.00 to 
purchase it. Tim G has been using the new truck since it carries all the tools. 

 
Motion Chris Vanelli made a motion that the RTWA sell the Ford Explorer to East Rockhill 

Township for a price of $3,000.00. Bruce Jones seconded the motion. All agreed. 
 

 
CVS Pharmacy 
Van Cleef submitted the 3

rd
 Water System Review letter. This project is located at the corner of Tollgate 

Road and Route 309. 
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Richland Greene 
Boucher & James submitted a Status of Dedication letter concerning this project. 
 

Updates on Pump Stations 
Sweetbriar: a check valve needed to be replaced. Tim is still painting. 
There was no work done at the other three stations. 
 

Sampling 
The monthly coliform samples were taken in January. 
 

Miscellaneous 
Tim G worked the following dates plowing and/or salting with the road crew: 

 January 12 7 - 10 pm 

 January 18 6 - 7:30 pm 

 January 22 8 - 10:30 pm 

 January 23 5 am - 5:30 pm 

 January 26 9 - 10:30 am 
 
After the snow storm, one hydrant was damaged by a plow. The generators were ready but were not 
needed. 
 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 
No report. 
 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Steve Shelly recorded the Deed of Dedication for Hidden Ponds. 
 

OPERATIONS REPORT 
We pumped about the same amount of water as last month. 
A spare check valve was ordered. 
 
Customer Care Calls: 

1. 503 Westfield Court – meter making noise. Tim A and Tim G discovered a lateral leak, which the 
homeowner must repair. Tim A advises the homeowners to use plastic pipe. 

2. 2132 Claymont Drive – very high use. Tim A and Tim G discovered a leak in the toilet in the 
master bathroom. The meter was replaced and the customer billed at a lower rate. 

3. 1148 Berkley – the owner had posted a note about low pressure on Facebook. Bill told her to 
call Tim A. There was a problem with her water softener. 

4. 16 Walnut Lane (Melody Lakes) – quality of water. Tim A went to the home and tested the 
chlorine level which was fine. 

5. 3260 Dovecote Drive – the valve on the hot water heater was blowing off. Tim G tested the 
pressure and found it was the standard 50-60 psi. The owner will call the manufacturer. 

 
 
 
Motion Chris Vanelli made a motion to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. Ken Mitchell seconded the 

motion. All agreed. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dianne McLane 
Recording Secretary 


