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Official Newsletter

MESSAGE FROM SUPERVISOR KATHIE DOYLE

Supervisors Tim Arnold, Kathie Doyle
and Chris Vanelli

resh air, warmer weather and blooming flowers.

What's not to love about spring, and what’s not
to love about no yearly tax increase? Richland
Township Supervisors adopted a budget for the
year 2025, with no tax increase while balancing
the budget despite increasing costs. Being fiscally
responsible with our tax dollars, while continuing
the same high-quality services our residents have
come to appreciate, is a top priority for us in
Richland Township.

One example of a cost saving measure was the
total renovation of the municipal meeting room,
and updates to the bathrooms and lobby that
were in need of repairs and also increased energy
efficiency. Hundreds of thousands of tax dollars
were saved on labor and material costs by having
the work done in-house by a very talented public
works employee. The lobby was remodeled using
repurposed wood that was donated for free from

a local barn demolition. The Township playground was upgraded with funds received through a grant
award from DCNR. We have also applied for additional grant funding to renovate our well-loved and
highly-used Pickleball Courts. That project will be scheduled for later in the year.

It has been an honor to serve as your Township Supervisor, wholeheartedly confronting challenges
head on to protect you and our community. Efforts to stop the sale of Bucks County Water & Sewer
Authority that would have significantly increased costs for our residents were successful.

continued on page 3
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Locally owned and operated for over 40 years!

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL 2
Licensed, Bonded,and Insured.

« Paving « Hot Crack Filling QUALITY SERVICE ATAN AFFORDABLE PRICE!

« Extensions e Patching 215-453-0220
* Seal Coating * Line Striping ccpavingnsealcoating.com

Looking to sell or buy a home in the New Year?

EXP ReALTY / BROKER 1 APPRAISALS
252 W. Swamp Road « Doylestown, PA 18901
www.broker1appraisals.com
CALL NOW! Mark Somers
215-538-7400 » 888-397-7352, ext 502




RICHLAND TOWNSHIP
1328 California Rd, Suite A, Quakertown, PA 18951
Email: info@richlandtownship.org
Phone: 215-536-4066 | Fax: 215-538-3020
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Kathie Doyle, Tim Arnold, Chris Vanelli

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

LESHE HUNN ..ttt ssassssssssssssssasssessssssssssssens Township Manager, Secretary, Treasurer
VICKI SCRUIIEE ..ottt sttt sas s s ssssassasssssassasssesassaesaess Administrative Assistant
Rich Brittingham................. Assistant Township Manager, Zoning Officer, CZO Floodplain Administrator
Scott Ambron................. Code Enforcement Officer, Building Inspector, Fire Inspector
Brittany GrOOVET .......ccveerieirerireirisiseisiesesssssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassns Front Desk Administrative Clerk
APTIHIHTAEIT .ottt ssessssssssssssssssssssassssassssssssnns Finance Director
PUBLIC WORKS
Jim Benner Public Works Director, Roadmaster
Chris Voorheses....... Assistant Roadmaster, Mechanic
Jason Geesey......... Roadcrew, Park & Rec Foreman
Mike Adams Roadcrew
Tyler Pfaff Roadcrew
REAL ESTATE TAX COLLECTOR AUDITORS
Raymond Goodnoe Cathleen Ryzner, Breck Dean and Tim Wieand

215-529-5719 | PO Box 1346 | Quakertown, PA 18951

MESSAGE FROM SUPERVISOR KATHIE DOYLE continued from cover

When a developer filed a validity challenge to our zoning map to expand the development
areas in our Township, we stood our ground, and their appeal was denied by the Zoning

Hearing Board. As of this writing, there are several Pennsylvania House Bills being proposed f \

in Harrisburg to revise the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) that takes away
local government control and would have a direct impact on the zoning in our community.
These bills include:

HB 2045: This legislation would revise the Municipalities Planning Code to require
cities, boroughs, towns and townships with more than 5,000 in population to
permit the use of duplex, triplex and fourplex housing in areas currently zoned

for single-family residences only. Richland Township would like to
thank Oldcastle Lawn & Garden.
HB 1976: This legislation would revise zoning laws to allow multi-family housing They made a generous donation of
and mixed-use development in urban areas zoned for office, retail and parking topsoil to the Richland Township
with existing water and sewer systems. Public Works Department. We

greatly appreciate receiving these

Local zoning is a long-held and time-tested power of local government used to not materials to help our community!

only protect the health, safety, and welfare of citizens, but also to shape the extent
of development and the character of a community. We are working with our State
Representative Craig Staats and have joined forces with the Bucks County Association
of Township Officials, and the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors, in
opposing the legislation.

As your Township Supervisor, | will continue to work to protect our community and
remain a diligent watchdog to ensure that our tax dollars are spent wisely. | want to express

my sincere gratitude to the residents of our Township for giving me this opportunity to \ J

serve you.

Kathie Doyle
Richland Township Supervisor
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From Harrisburg

NEW SESSION BRINGS NEW LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
By Rep. Craig Staats (R-Bucks)

s the 2025-26 legislative session begins, I'm honored to take on the role of Republican

Chairman of the newly formed House Intergovernmental Affairs and Operations Committee.
This appointment gives me the opportunity to lead efforts to improve coordination and
communication among Pennsylvania’s state, local, and federal governments while streamlining
government operations for greater efficiency.

The committee’s work will focus on finding practical ways to enhance government accountability
and improve the delivery of essential services. From addressing issues with intergovernmental
coordination to ensuring taxpayer dollars are spent wisely, 'm eager to work with my colleagues to
tackle these important challenges.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Hon. Craig T. Staats

District
10 South Third Street
Quakertown, PA 18951
(215) 536-1434, Fax: (215) 536-1437
Capitol
110 Ryan Office Building
P.O. Box 202145
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2145
(717) 783-3154, Fax: (717) 260-6521

Beyond my work in Harrisburg, my district office remains
dedicated to serving you. Whether it’s helping seniors
obtain SEPTA Key Senior Fare Cards, assisting with PennDOT
paperwork, or guiding residents through the Property Tax
and Rent Rebate program, we are here to help. If you have
questions or need assistance, please don't hesitate to contact my office. We're located at 10 S. Third
St. in Quakertown. Give us a call at 215-536-1434 or visit our website, RepStaats.com/contact, to let
us know how we can help you!

It's a privilege to represent the 145th District and serve as a leader in this important role. I'm
excited about the work ahead and look forward to advancing initiatives that benefit both our local
community and the Commonwealth as a whole.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve, and as always, feel free to reach out with your thoughts
and concerns.

See you around town!
Craig

ROADWORK SCHEDULE FOR 2025

» NovaChip Paving will be performed this year on all the roads in Brayton Gardens ||
 Chip Seal (Tar & Chip) will be performed on the following roads:

1. Rich Hill Road
Muskrat Road
Smoketown Road
Rockhill Road
Hickory Lane

6. Axehandle Road
This work is planned for Spring (April or May) weather and schedule permitting.
If you have any questions, please contact Jim Benner at 215-536-4066.

I NEWEN

FAQ......What is NovaChip?

Sealing qualities of a Chip Seal with advantages of a thin Hot Mix overlay in one process. This saves on curb reveal
and is laid at an avg. depth of 34” — 1" It has a proven service life of 10 — 15 years.

It allows for a quick, clean application with very little disruption to residents or the travelling public.

It provides superior sealing, waterproofing and leveling of the pavement. It's open texture also provides for future
maintenance to be less expensive.

- 4 Richland Township




From The Desk Of Zoning Office ... RICH BRITTINGHAM

DEVELOPMENTS UNDER CONSIDERATION

1. Richland Walk (Better Living Homes)
B5 Performance Standard Subdivision, 104 townhome
units—53+ acres south side of E. Pumping Station Rd.

2. Greenway Development (Front Gate Community)
5 Mid-rise Buildings, 180 units (age targeted) plus
91 townhomes for a total of 278 units, 46.26 acres
located along Station Rd. behind Q-mart.
DEVELOPMENTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

1. Toll Brothers (Steeple Run)
38 Single-Family units - 211 acres located on the north
side of E. Paletown Rd.

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/INSTITUTIONAL
PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

1. Bible Baptist Church
20.9 acres on Reservoir & California Rd. — C1 Place of
Worship

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/INSTITUTIONAL
PROJECTS UNDER CONSIDERATION

. Northfield Business Campus, LLC Lot 6 & 7

6.35 acres on the north side of E. Pumping Station Rd. -
G3 Warehouse Use Proposed 80,500 SF Building

. MRP Industrial NE, LLC-

58.64 acres at the southeastern corner of Pumping
Station Rd. and Heller Rd. - G3 Warehouse Use
Proposed 209,000 SF Building

. PNK P4 LLC

12.29 acres southwest corner of West Pumping Station
Rd. & O’Neill Dr. - G3 Warehouse Use Proposed
173,600 SF Building

. Development Services, LLC

(Richland Tracts) Tollgate Road- 62.32 acres southwest
corner of Tollgate Rd. and S. West End Blvd. - G3
Warehouse Use Proposed - 638,125 SF Building

PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FOR:
All applications for building and zoning permits can be found on our website at www.richlandtownship.org

* Signage » Moving or relocating a building

o Well drilling » Demolition, razing

 Earth disturbance over 1,000 sq. ft. (Chapter 9
Part 1 Earth Disturbance of the Code of Ordinances

« Change of Use of Occupancy  » Plumbing fixtures, installed or replaced ~ ©f Richland Township) .
» Construction of a new building ¢ Adding new structures, additions, or ~ *® Sheds, fences, pools, concrete/paver patios,

* Structural alterations or repairs dwelling units

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 5
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FROM THE TAX OFFICE

Bucks County and Richland Township have not
increased taxes for 2025. The combined Bucks
County/Richland Township property tax bills are
issued on March 1st. Your bill contains useful
information regarding your parcel and payments.
The tax year for the County/Township bill is the
calendar year. The school bills follow the school
fiscal year from July 1st to June 30th and are
labeled according to the year they are issued.

On the County/Township bill there are two
copies of the bill on the page. The middle section
is your copy and can be retained by you for your
records. The bottom section is the Tax Collector
copy to be included with your payment. If you
want a PAID receipt for your records, send the
Taxpayer (middle) copy along with the Collector
copy and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope. | will stamp,
sign and return your copy. You will need the signed copy if you
apply for the property tax rebate. State Representative Staat’s
office can assist with the rebate program.

The school bills are issued on July 1st. Also on the school bill are
two copies, the top and bottom thirds of the page. The middle
third should be returned to me with the first installment only if
you choose the three-payment plan. You do not get the discount
if you choose the installment plan. If you want a PAID receipt
for your records, send the Taxpayer (top) section along with Tax
Collector copy and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

Ray Goodnoe
Tax Collector

There is a 2% discount available if you pay
the County/Township by April 30th , and the
school bill by August 31st. In order to receive
the discount, the check must be received by that
date, or the envelope postmarked by that date
or the electronic payment entered by that date.
For your convenience, | have included a return
envelope with this year’s bill.

Appearing on the bill are the taxing authority
and the millage collected by each. One mill
represents one dollar of tax for every thousand
dollars of assessed value. Your assessed value is
shown on the bill and is determined by the Bucks
County Board of Assessment. The assessment
value is calculated by taking the fair market value
at the time of assessment and dividing it by the
ratio determined by the Commonwealth each July. Currently, if
you divide your assessment by .067 you will have approximately the
fair market value as determined by the County. If you reasonably
believe that the resulting amount is too high, you may appeal to
the County.

If you have not received your bills within a week of the mailing
dates above, please call me. If you change your mailing address,
please keep me informed, in writing, of the correct address. As
always, please call me if you have any property tax questions at
215-529-5719. Enjoy your Summer!

6 Richland Township
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QUAKERTOWN FIRE DEPT. ANNUAL REPORT
P.O. BOX 112 | QUAKERTOWN, PA 18951

Station 17

he Quakertown Fire Department

has releasedit’s 2024 fire report. The
Quakertown Fire Dept. composed of
Quakertown Fire Co. #1 — Station 17 on
W. Broad St. and West End Fire Co. #2 —
Station 18 on Park Ave. in Quakertown
responded to 742 requests for service in
2024. This total consisted of 663 fire, 47
fire police, 8 QRS, and 24 Dept. Officer
dispatches by Bucks County Radio.
Days with the most fire calls were Wednesday with 107 followed
by Monday with 106. Types of fire dispatches were 109 automatic
fire alarms, 76 building/dwelling fires, 70 accident stand-by and a
variety of fire calls for brush, vehicle rescues/rescues, automobile/
truck, fumes inside/outside, wires inside/outside, chimney, CO
alarm, dumpster/rubbish, and others type fires or assists to
other departments resulting in the 663 fire dispatches and total
manhours expended of 4,538. The Quakertown Fire Dept. is 100%
volunteer members responding to emergencies 24 hours a day, 365
days of the year. Volunteers are equipped with pagers and utilize
the Active 911 system on their personal phones for notification of
emergency dispatches.

In 2024, the Department consisted of 3 engines, a ladder truck,
rescue truck, chemical/cascade truck, field truck, 2 utility trucks, a
traffic unit, and 4 chief officer vehicles. Miles logged by apparatus
were Engine 17 — 2,442, Engine 17-1-1,817, Chemical 17 — 1,761, Ladder
18 — 1,906, Squirt 18 — 1,940, and Rescue 18 —1,073. The department
has established a minimum 20-year replacement schedule for the
major fire-fighting apparatus, 15 years for the ladder truck and 25
years for the rescue and chemical trucks. Replacement schedules
are designed to reduce the financial burden that could develop in
the replacement of aging apparatus. All the apparatus is equipped
with the latest and most efficient equipment for the multitude
of emergencies the department is dispatched. Station members
clean and maintain the apparatus and emergency equipment.

The Quakertown Fire Department serves Quakertown Borough,
significant portions of Richland Township, and portions of East

Quakertown Fire Co. No. 1

West End Fire Company
Station 18

Chief — David Erwin / President — Greg McDermott

Rockhill  Township. In addition,
mutual aid is provided to fire
companies in neighboring boroughs,
townships, Montgomery, Lehigh, and
Northampton counties. Training
is provided through Bucks County
Fire School, other certified trainers,
department, and station training. The
Department, in addition to this training,
conducts department and station drills.
All of the proceeding totaled an additional 6,645 manhours for the
volunteers in 2024. Monthly station and department meetings add
additional manhours.

The Department in 2024 operated on a budget of slightly more
than $700,000 dollars. Finances for the department are met by
financial assistance provided by Quakertown Borough, Richland
Township, East Rockhill Township, fire station annual letter drive
donations, insurance company fire insurance subsidies, general
donations, grants, and individual station fund raisers. Annually the
Fire Department hosts a carnival held in early June 2025 to raise
funds. All department and station fund raisers require additional
time to be donated by volunteers.

The Quakertown Fire Dept. is extremely thankful to the
numerous dedicated men & women who volunteer to serve their
community when volunteer fire service is suffering in Pennsylvania.
The department still needs volunteers to serve as firefighters
and fire police. Anyone 18 years of age and older can volunteer
by stopping at either station, Monday is drill/meeting night, to
inquire or pick-up an application. The department has a junior fire-
fighters program for youth ages 14-17 and auxiliaries who assist the
stations with programs, fund raisers, and community events. The
department stations welcome visitors interested in learning more
about emergency services, the apparatus, the equipment used
by our volunteers, and fire safety. The officers and volunteers of
Quakertown Fire Department are pleased and proud to serve you.

Exalting God.
Equipping Believers.
Engaging the World.

Come and Worship with Us!

1811 N.Old Bethlehem Pk, Quakertown, PA 18951
215.536.6096 | grace@quakertownbfc.org
www.quakertownbfc.org

6pk and single sales Propane Exchange
Craft Specialty Beer

Cases&kegs 05’8” Sur;day
Mix a 6pk am- opm
Adult Slushies Premium Cigars

8 Richland Township
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Trumbauersville Fire Company
142 N Main St, Trumbauersville, PA 18970, 215.538.1880

Trumbauersville Fire Company fundraisers:

Hoagie and Chef Salads are a great lunch and/or dinner meal. We make Italian, Ham, Turkey and Roast Beef
hoagies. They are made on the 2nd Sunday of the month and advanced orders need to be placed by the Friday
10 days prior. Hoagie pick up is from 12-2 p.m. the day of the hoagie sale. Call Jen for information and to order at
215-989-0909.

Hoagie sale dates: May 11, 2025 and June 8, 2025

We are again selling Cemetery Cross’s which are all hand made from the cutting of the wood to decorations and
a light on the cross. Contact Marilyn at 215-536-2518 if interested in purchasing a cemetery cross for your loved one.

Marilyn J. Bobb, President, Trumbauersville Fire House

TRUMBAUERSVILLE FIRE COMPANY 2025 FUNDRAISING EVENTS Ongoing Projects:
January-june Lottery Calendar * Clothing Shed
April 16-18 Easter Flower Sale — 9:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m. » Front Door (Walmart)
April 19 Easter Flower Sale — 9:00 a.m. — Sold Out * Reflective Address Signs
Spring & Fall Dine & Donate — McDonalds and Spors  Redner’s Receipts
April Spaghetti Dinner — 4:00 p.m. —7:00 p.m.
June7 Trumbauersville Community Day & Fireworks
June 21 Craft Fair & Food Truck — 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. ord HBOAGIPE,Sk
September- December................ Gun Raffle Tickets rders By Ick-up
October 14 Fire Prevention/Open House — 6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. April 4 April 13
November 1 Christmas Wreaths Pre Order due May 2 May Tl
November 1 Holiday Bazaar — 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. May 30 June 8
November 29 ... Christmas Wreath Pick up —10:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m. To order hoagies call Jen at 215-989-0909

- 10 Richland Township



Richland Township Community Garden 2025
SIGN UP FORM
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THE RICHLAND (ONE-ROOM SCHOOL) HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A Year of Progress
he Richland Historical Society, located at 130 Richlandtown Pike, Quakertown,
had a successful 2024. We participated in Richland Township’s Community Day,
loaned our three Atkinson paintings to the Richland Library Company in Quakertown
for their art exhibit this summer, had our first guest speaker, Dr. Robert Leight, who
spoke about The Evolution of One-Room Schools (1720-1956), had our first program
by Francine Schmitt on antique Christmas ornaments and we hosted our 27th Let
Freedom Ring bell-ringing event on July 4 with 73 attendees.

The Society had its first fundraiser at The Proper Brewing Company located in
Quakertown. We hope to have you join us again this year another night of great food!
Shelly School circa 1885. When the date is set, we will post it on the website, www.richlandhistoricalsociety.org.

We hosted our 65th Homecoming. Guest speakers included State Representative Craig Staats and Supervisor Kathie Doyle.
Both mentioned the importance of the Historical Society keeping the community in touch with its educational roots and also
pledged to give continued support. Rep. Staats presented the Society with a Proclamation from the PA House of Representatives
recognizing the importance of the work we do. The program featured one-room school students’ recollections of what a day in a
one-room school was like. We will resume a tour program this spring and will provide the community with programs at our normal
meeting time on the 3rd Sunday at 2 p.m. Both dates will be posted on the website.

Our new website provides the community with news of our events and history of the one-room school system in Richland
Township, and we will soon have PayPal available on our website to make payments for memberships. Our landscaping had an
overhaul, a new sign was installed, and we renovated the girls’ outhouse. The Bucks County Intermediate Unit’s students assisted
with extensive cataloging of our library and inventory of historic items, organizing our museum, painting, planting and mulching
that gave the grounds and buildings a new, fresh look. Stop by and see what we've done.

We thank Richland Township for its support for the past 25 years, the Woman's Club of Quakertown, and our corporate sponsors
QNB and Your Eye Associates. We always welcome new members! There is a membership form on the website. If you have
questions or want to schedule a tour, leave a message at 215-536-5505.

RICHLAND TOWNSHIP FIRE & RESCUE

64 SHELLY ROAD QUAKERTOWN PA 18951 « 215-536-7226

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

CHEESE STEAK GRAB & GO — Drive thru
Held on the following Friday Nights from 4:00pm to 7:00pm

March 21, 2025 July 18, 2025
April 25, 2025 August 15, 2025
May 16, 2025 September 19, 2025
June 20, 2025 October 17, 2025

For advance orders call Lisa at 610-739-5309 or email: RTFRcheesesteak@gmail.com. Preorders encouraged.

BINGO - Tuesday Nights
Doors open at 5:00 pm. Games start at 6:45 pm. Complimentary refreshments, drinks, snacks each week,

HALL RENTALS - RENT THE SOCIAL HALL
Daytime rentals available. For more information call 215-536-7226

Volunteers Needed ¢ For More Information Call 215-536-7226

Follow us on Facebook
Thank You For Your Support

12 Richland Township




PRESERVATION IN RICHLAND TOWNSHIP 2025

t the end of 2024, the Richland Township Land Preservation

Board had preserved 38 farms and properties in the Township
with easements, property donations, and fee-simple purchases, for
a total of over 1,350 acres protected. Now, that’s some preservation
progress.

But what does ‘protected’ mean?

Properties with an easement that will protect the open space
are not for public access, unless specified. When a landowner
chooses to put an easement on their property, it means that
certain restrictions will be put on the acreage that is to be
preserved to protect it.  First, development is restricted in the
area that is protected. It also means that the streams, woodlands,
and soils are protected with various restrictions spelled out in the
easement. The landowner is compensated per acre on the area to
be preserved.

Most easements state protection of the land to the landowner
as such: “to assure the Easement Area will be retained forever in
its agricultural and open space condition and to prevent any use
of the property that will significantly impair or interfere with the

conservation value of the property”, which includes protecting the
woodlands, plant and animal life, streams, wetlands, and valuable
soils of the farm fields. This agreement follows the property deed
in perpetuity. And for this, the property owner is compensated to
ensure the land is protected.

The Township has a monitoring program to ensure that the
conditions are followed, and monitoring is conducted every
two years by Heritage Conservancy. It is a partnership with the
property owner that helps to protect the preserved property from
encroachment and other forms of trespassing.

In 2025, the Preservation Board’s main goal is to continue to
promote the program and make sure that owners of farmland and
natural areas are aware of the Township’s program. Properties over
25 acres are preferred unless there are unique natural amenities or is
adjacent to already preserved land. The Preservation Board works
closely with Heritage Conservancy, a non-profit land conservation
organization.

We also can offer guidance on Bucks County’s Farmland
Preservation Program and how to apply. For this program farms
must be 35 acres or more and actively farmed, as well as be a
member of our Agricultural Security Area.

There is still a lot of open space left to protect in Richland
Township to help our rapidly growing community maintain balance.
Please call Rich Brittingham at 215-538-4066 for more information
on these preservation programs. We are looking for new members
to join our mission. Please visit our website www.richlandtownhsip.
org for a volunteer application, if you are interested in becoming a
member of the Preservation Board.

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 13
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